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Abstract

For the past decade, there has been an increasingly 
growing trend of teaching content through English in Thai schools 
where students are considered English language learners. Past 
research has shown that students’ English language proficiency 
has largely affected how they learn content in English-medium 
instruction or EMI classrooms. Classroom teachers, thus, have 
an important role in facilitating students’ learning, not only in 
terms of content but also the English language. In this interactive 
webinar, we will discuss the reality of EMI classrooms in Thai 
schools, as well as how content teachers and language teachers 
can balance between varied language needs of the students and 
learning goals of the subject. 



Agenda
1. Learning goals of EMI classrooms: Content and 

Language 

2. Students’ English language proficiency and varied
language needs for learning goals 

3. How to balance the needs and the goals

4. Q & A



Content English



Do you 
think this is 
your 
classroom?





Do you think this is 
your classroom?

Are there any 
issues you wish to 
resolve?



Issues in EMI classrooms?

1) Student’s English language 
proficiency

3) Students don’t want to 
communicate in English.

2) Students cannot communicate in 
English.

4) Student’s participation/ low level of 
engagement

5) Students do not feel confident 
when speaking English

6) Students lack vocabulary
knowledge.

7) Students find it hard to communicate 
ideas and express their opinions.

8) Teachers must communicate in 
English only.

English Language 
proficiency

Confidence/
anxiety

Attitudes towards 
English



How to teach content in 
English effectively

Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL)



CLIL’s 
4Cs

1) 

C _ _ _ _ _ _

4) 

C _ _ _ _ _ _

3) 

C _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ 

2)

C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Progression in new knowledge, 

skills and understanding

Engagement in higher-order thinking and 

understanding, problem solving, and accepting 

challenges and reflecting on them.

Interaction, progression in 
language using and learning.

‘Self’ and ‘other’ awareness, 

identity, citizenship, and 

progression towards pluricultural

understanding.

o n t  e  n t

o g n i t  i o n

o m m u   n   I
C  a  t   I   o  n

U  l   t  u  r   e



CLIL mindmap

theme

content culture

cognition
communication

L of learning

L for learning

L through 
learning

Electricity 
& energy 

saving

content

What is 
electricy? Electricity and 

energy use

Electricity use 
in daily lives

electricy use 
and electricity 

costs

Cognition

Understand characteristics of 
electricity

identify what requires 
energy from electricity

Give examples of 
electrical appliances or 

alike that requires 
energy from electricity

Identify electricity 
usage in daily lives

Calculate electricity costs

communication

L of 
learning

L for 
learning

L 
through 
learning

Compare information 
and decide on how to 

save energy

Energy 
saving



CLIL mindmap

theme

content
culture

cognitioncommunication

L of learning

L for learning

L through 
learning

In order to learn 
new content

Required for functioning 
in classroom

Extending students’ 
existing knowledge 

and skills
L of 

learning

L for 
learning

L 
through 
learning



CLIL 
mindmap

theme

content culture

cognitioncommunication

L of learning

L for learning

L through 
learning

learn new 
content

functioning 
in the 

classroom

Extend students’ 
existing knowledge 

and skills

content

Name of 
planets

Size  and 
order of 
planets

Solar system 
and the 
galaxy

Cognition

Recognise planets in the solar 
system based on size and order

Gravity and 
the solar 
system

Explain the role of 
gravity in the solar 

system

Key 
vocabulary

Language of 
defining

Language of  describing 
and explaining

Understand instructions

Ask and answer questions
Discussion language

Presentation language 

Introduce new words 
emerging from 

students’ questions or 
discussions

In a nutshell:

Students can talk or write about the solar system using 
language of defining, describing, explaining, and key 
vocabulary learned in class.

Language Functions



What are academic language functions?

Academic language functions: https://www.luc.edu/media/lucedu/education/pdfs/languagematters/Nasir%20-
%20academic%20talk%20sentence%20starters%20toolkit%20copy.pdf

Academic language functions are the tasks that language 
users must be able to perform in the different content areas. 

Different from social language functions

• Greeting and 
addressing 
another 
person

• identifying and 
describing content 
information

• explaining a process
• analyzing and 

synthesizing concepts
• justifying opinions
• evaluating knowledge 

https://www.luc.edu/media/lucedu/education/pdfs/languagematters/Nasir%20-%20academic%20talk%20sentence%20starters%20toolkit%20copy.pdf


In social studies

justify a 

conclusion about 

the values of 

democracy as a 

form of 
government

• Identify pros 

and cons of 

types of 

government 

• compare / 

contrast them 

with 

democracy

• Make a conclusion 

• Provide reasons



In science

justify a 

conclusion from 
an experiment

• Present results

• Compare / 

contrast them 

with hypothesis

• Describe process

• Make a 

conclusion

• Provide reasons





11 
academic language 

functions

What do your students need in your content subject?

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13E4XkYuuoRa5nkThZdG_oY-hjoVtg6qd1V1wDotucSA/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13E4XkYuuoRa5nkThZdG_oY-hjoVtg6qd1V1wDotucSA/edit?usp=sharing


11 academic 
language 
functions

1) seeking 
Information

use who, what, when, where, which, how 



11 academic 
language 
functions

2) Informing

used to identify, to report, or to 
describe information 

(e.g. recount information 
presented by teacher or text, 
retell a story or personal 
experience)



11 academic 
language 
functions

3) 
comparing/ 
contrasting



11 academic 
language 
functions

4) sequencing



11 academic 
language 
functions

5) classifying



11 academic 
language 
functions

6) analyzing

used to separate whole into 

parts; identify relationships and 

patterns



11 academic 
language 
functions

7) Inferring, 
predicting, 
hypothesizing 



11 academic 
language 
functions

8) Justifying 
& persuading



11 academic 
language 
functions

9) solving problem



11 academic 
language 
functions

10) synthesizing



11 academic 
language 
functions

11) evaluating



11 academic language functions

(1)seeking Information

(2)Informing

(3)Comparing/ contrasting

(4)Sequencing 

(5)Classifying

(6)Analyzing

(7) inferring, predicting & hypothesizing  

(8) justifying & persuading

(9) solving problem

(10) Synthesizing

(1)evaluating

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13E4XkYuuoRa5nkThZdG_oY-hjoVtg6qd1V1wDotucSA/edit?usp=sharing



Let’s compare…



Let’s compare…



Let’s compare…



Let’s compare…



Let’s compare…



Let’s check 
our understanding
CONTENT AND LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS IN EMI CLASSROOMS



CLIL mindmap

theme

content culture

cognition
communication

L of learning

L for learning

L through 
learning

Electricity 
& energy 

saving

content

What is 
electricy? Electricity and 

energy use

Electricity use 
in daily lives

electricy use 
and electricity 

costs

Cognition

Understand characteristics of 
electricity

identify what requires 
energy from electricity

Give examples of 
electrical appliances or 

alike that requires 
energy from electricity

Identify electricity 
usage in daily lives

Calculate electricity costs

communication

L of 
learning

L for 
learning

L 
through 
learning

Compare information 
and decide on how to 

save energy

Energy 
saving



https://jamboard.google.com/d/1Mv0mfodcMeLb6MiUUvZSX
GFHx76VP17Iv-HKcboB8Z8/edit?usp=sharing



CLIL mindmap

theme

content culture

cognition
communication

L of learning

L for learning

L through 
learning

Electricity 
& energy 

saving

content

What is 
electricy? Electricity and 

energy use

Electricity use 
in daily lives

electricy use 
and electricity 

costs

Cognition

Understand characteristics of 
electricity

identify what requires 
energy from electricity

Give examples of 
electrical appliances or 

alike that requires 
energy from electricity

Identify electricity 
usage in daily lives

Calculate electricity costs

communication

L of 
learning

L for 
learning

L 
through 
learning

Compare information 
and decide on how to 

save energy

Energy 
saving



CLIL mindmap

theme

content culture

cognition
communication

L of learning

L for learning

L through 
learning

Electricity 
& energy 

saving

content

What is 
electricy? Electricity and 

energy use

Electricity use 
in daily lives

Calculate 
electricy use 

and electricity 
costs

Cognition

Understand 
characteristics of 

electricity

identify what requires 
energy from electricity

Give examples of 
electrical appliances or 

alike that requires 
energy from electricity

Identify electricity 
usage in daily livesCalculate electricity costs 

and make a decision in 
how to save energy

communication

L of 
learning

L for 
learning

L 
through 
learning

Key vocabulary/
phrases

Language of 
defining

Language of describing 
and explaining

Language of 
comparison/ contrast -Asking, answering question using evidence

- Language to build arguments

-Recycling discussion skills at a higher level
-Presenting evidence







But….

Some of my students are 
really good at English, but 
some of them can’t even 
speak in conversations.

Many or most of my 
students do not have 

enough English skills to 
study the content.

Which classroom situation are you in?

whole-class teacher 
adaptations designed to make 
content accessible to ELLs and 

to provide instruction in 
English language skills. 

generally tailored to specific subgroups of 
students rather than the whole class and 
involves the teacher in creating variations 

of the main activities of the lesson



What should we do?

Keep the content, 
Deal with the linguistic limit!



Sheltered instruction 
vs 
Differentiated instruction
Facilitating students’ English language needs

CLILSkills_pdf.pdf

file:///C:/Users/pimsi/Desktop/CLIL%20in%20EP%20and%20bilingual%20schools/LITU%20GRANT/Lit%20Review/CLIL%20teachers/CLILSkills_pdf.pdf


content language

keep adjust





Evaluation of students’ level of English?

• CEFR scales

• Reception
• Production
• Interaction
• Mediation 



1) Language ‘OF’ learning’

2) Language ‘FOR’ 
learning’

3)Language ‘THROUGH’ learning’

Classroom language for 
participating in class

Language for learning 
content Emerging language



Language ‘OF’ learning’



1 2



1

2



1

2



1

2

https://forms.gle/Amr6zhthqLhDPhv48





language

• Simpler sentences
• Simpler vocabulary (non-target words)

• Chunks of information
• Organization of text (main idea first, often definition of something)

• Simpler grammar

Right length, Right time (both reading and listening)





'If I were to ask you for 

your opinion on the topic 

of genetically modified 

food, what do you think 

you might say to me in 
reply to that?'



If your class needs differentiated instruction…

differentiated input such as different reading materials for 
stronger groups and weaker groups



If your class needs differentiated instruction…

Different types of input 



Next episode…. 

Sheltered instruction vs differentiated instruction (cont.)
Online and Offline Activities


